MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THETFORD TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN
THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KING’S HOUSE, THETFORD,
ON WEDNESDAY 28™ JANUARY 2009,
STARTING AT 7.00 P.M. WITH THE OPEN FORUM

Present:

The Deputy-Mayor, Councillor R G Kybird, Chairman of the Meeting

Councillors:
G P Balaam A Paines
R F W Brame Mrs T Paines
S H Chapman-Allen (to item 319/08 only*) P J Pearson
T J Jermy Mrs P P Quadling
T J Lamb (as of item 323/08) M G Spencer
D G Mortimer Mrs P A Spencer

* but present for item 322/08 also: see explanatory note added after item 316/08 below

Open Forum

A concerned owner-occupier, resident in Sweyn Close, asked for the Council’s assistance in
understanding his seeming predicament and that of fellow residents, brought about in his
view by actions taken by Peddars Way Housing Association (hereinafter PWHA).

In response, the Deputy-Mayor - whilst first making the point that the Town Council had no
direct say in housing policy - asked the Town Clerk to write an enquiry letter to PWHA,
copied to Breckland Council, on the resident’s behalf. The Town Clerk asked the resident
as a first step to come into the Council offices later in the week to clarify his situation.

A Croxton Parish Council representative was present to put across the following three points
relating to the growth planned for the area (she was ‘standing in’ for the Parish Council’s
representative on the Moving Thetford Board):

i) Now that development was envisaged in only one direction — to the north of Thetford -,
what validity did previously surveyed opinion now have?

ii) The stone curlew survey report had resulted from an exercise, in the course of which only
the Shadwell Estate - of the landowners owning land around Thetford - had granted access
to the consultants.

i) If development were to occur solely to the north, of what benefit could that be to
Thetford?

In response, the Deputy-Mayor drew attention to the agenda of the following week’s meeting
of the Town Council’s Planning Committee, when there would be an item devoted to the
Council’s further consideration of the proposed Core Strategy and Development Control
Policies (part of the Local Development Framework process). As Chairman of the Planning
Committee, he had been tasked with presenting a commentary on the stone curlew issue.
The meeting was open to the public.

A representative of the Shadwell Estate was present to express concern over the seeming
refusal of Breckland Council to release report data. It was not clear whether this was a
permissible stance under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act.

In response, the Deputy-Mayor asked the Town Clerk to seek clarification from the Chief
Executive and/or Deputy Chief Executive of Breckland Council.



312/08 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor P J Pearson notified the Chairman of the Meeting that, in the event of any
committee meeting issues being discussed, in which at the time of the meeting(s) he
had declared a prejudicial interest, he would again withdraw.

313/08 MINUTES

Town Council Meeting: 26" November 2008

The unconfirmed minutes of the meeting had been included in the agenda papers.
Before these were put to the meeting for adoption, the Town Clerk drew attention to
the following expression of concern:

Unconfirmed minute 265/08: Perspex Vase Location

Some members were not convinced that the vote at the meeting had, in fact, been
against including the vase in the Spring Clean event and were challenging the
accuracy of the minute. A brief discussion ensued, in the course of which the
accuracy of the minute was upheld. At the same time, it was agreed to have —

for the avoidance of any doubt — a fresh vote there and then on the proposition:

Fresh Vote on Perspex Vase Proposition

By a vote of six votes to five, it was:

RESOLVED to agree to the Vase’s being placed in front of Boots Opticians
on a future Saturday as part of Breckland Council’s Spring Clean event on
the understanding that it would not be left in situ overnight.

Having resolved that issue, the minutes were then put to the vote. Proposed by
Councillor D G Mortimer and seconded by Councillor Mrs P A Spencer, it was:

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 26™ November

2008 be approved and signed/initialled by the Deputy-Mayor as Chairman of
the Meeting as a true record.

314/08 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received on behalf of The Mayor and Chairman, Councillor J A
Harding, as well as Councillors Mrs M P Chapman-Allen and S N H Wright.

315/08 COMMITTEE REPORTS

The unconfirmed minutes of the following meetings had all been included in the
agenda papers, with the exception of - as a result of an oversight by the Town Clerk -
item (e).

(a) Planning Committee: 3™ December 2008
(b) Planning Committee: 17" December 2008
(c) Planning Committee: 21% January 2009

Proposed by Councillor R G Kybird and seconded by Councillor G P Balaam, it was:



RESOLVED that the reports of the meetings of the Planning Committee, held on
3" December 2008, 17" December 2008 and 21 January 2009, be received and
adopted.

(d) Joint meeting of Cemetery/Finance & General Purposes/Guildhall Committees:
22" January 2009

Proposed by Councillor D G Mortimer and seconded by Councillor P J Pearson, it
was:

RESOLVED that the report of the joint meeting of the Cemetery, Finance &
General Purposes and Guildhall Committees, held on 22™ January 2009,
including the Recommendations at minutes 310/08 and 311/08, be received
and adopted.

(e) Tabled Report: Guildhall Committee: 3™ December 2008
(unconfirmed minutes 280 - 282/08)

Proposed by Councillor D G Mortimer and seconded by Councillor Mrs P P Quadling,
it was:

RESOLVED that the report of the meeting of the Guildhall Committee, held
on 3 December 2008, be received and adopted.

316/08 MAYOR'S REPORT

The Deputy-Mayor, on behalf of the Mayor, referred members to the lists of Events
Attended and Forthcoming Events, included in the agenda papers.

Events attended since the last meeting

November

Saturday 29" November Thetford Festival Committee Christmas Concert:
St Cuthbert’s Church

December

Wednesday 3 December Admirals Junior School Pantomime: Carnegie Room

Friday 5" December Christmas Lights Switch-On

Wednesday 10" December Almshouses Tea Party

Thursday 11" December Reception held at King’s Lynn by the Mayor &
Mayoress of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk

Friday 12" December Christmas Party for Staff and Councillors

Wednesday 17" December Church On The Way: Carol Service attended by the
Mayoress

Thursday 25" December Visits to Care Homes, Fire, Police and Ambulance
Services

January

Friday 9th January RAF Lakenheath: Col Jay B Silveria’s Wings Winter

Reception



DEPUTY MAYOR

November
Friday 28" November Christmas Open Lunch: Home Start Breckland &
South Norfolk

Note: At this point in the meeting, it was agreed to deal with item 322/08. In order to
respect the agenda numbering sequence, this is not minuted here, but further on below.

317/08 REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES

The following reports were received:

Fibrophos Ltd Liaison Group

Councillor M G Spencer provided a brief report on the latest meeting, where there
had been details provided of the additional lorry movements that would result from
the recently agreed expansion plans (as duly reported to the Council’s Planning
Committee).

Moving Thetford Forward Board
The Deputy Mayor and Chairman of the Planning Committee, Councillor R G Kybird,
reported on the latest meeting of the Board, held earlier that day.

318/08 COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

County Councillor Mrs T | Paines informed members of the two-week Thetford
Library closure period, scheduled to start in early March 2009. This was to permit
layout changes and related improvements to be carried out.

319/08 INSURING DULEEP SINGH STATUE

The Town Clerk reported on the request received from the Duleep Singh Centenary
Trust to have the Council take on responsibility for insuring the statue. It was
currently insured by Zurich, who were also the Council’s insurers.

RESOLVED that the Town Clerk first establish the annual premium charge
and then refer the matter to the Finance & General Purposes Committee.

320/08 NORFOLK ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS’ BUSINESS PLAN

A copy of the above document had been included in the agenda papers.

RESOLVED that the contents be noted.

321/08 GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT

A copy of the text of a proposed Service Level Agreement (hereinafter ‘SLA’)relating
to a ‘River Valley Park Project’, to which the parties would be Breckland Council and
Thetford Town Council, had been included in the agenda papers. The Project would



encompass improvements works on Butten Island and Spring Walk (latter interpreted
as including the Island Site).

The Town Clerk explained that what was envisaged for the Town Council was the
role of commissioning agent for the works, which would most likely be carried out by
Norfolk County Council (working with Mott MacDonald and May Gurney). A total
funding allocation of £100k had been set by Breckland Council.

Whilst there was no evident cause for concern in signing up to the SLA, the Town
Clerk was scheduled to meet the following week with representatives from the
various partner organisations and preferred to wait until that meeting had taken place
before committing the Town Council.

RESOLVED that the Town Clerk act as set out in the preceding paragraph,

referring any concerns he might prove to have to the Finance & General
Purposes Committee in the first instance.

322/08 BONFIRE/FIREWORK EVENT

In conformity with the resolution passed at the last meeting under minute 267/08, a
report from the Town Manager had been included in the agenda papers together with
a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the ‘Thetford Fireworks Project’, held on 15"
January 2009. The Project Group was asking the Town Council;

a) to consider permitting use of Melford Common;

b) to agree to removal of turf for a bonfire site (to be reinstated subsequently);
c) to consider covering £1k insurance excess quoted by Zurich;

d) to consider the role of ‘underwriter’, should insufficient funding be forthcoming.

In the discussion that ensued, a range of views was expressed. Not all were agreed
that Melford Common was a suitable location. At one point, Sgt Burke of the
Thetford Safer Neighbourhood Team was invited to speak by the Deputy Mayor. He
gave his backing to the Town Manager’s report in the sense of wishing to see an
event in a central town location go ahead (he referred to Operation Dampened
Spirits, which the police and fire services had great hopes for).

The Town Manager pointed out that, if the event were to be covered under the Town
Council’s insurance policy, it would automatically become a Town Council event.

Other points made included:

x there might, through liaison with the County Council, be additional sources of
financial support to those already referred to;

X before agreeing to underwrite anything, further research was needed, given
the ‘vagueness’ of some of the pledges of support from other bodies;

X a joint venture approach — the success of the annual Rotary Club event in
Brandon invoked — might prove more viable than a Council-led event.

x Would bonfire ‘preparations’ not give rise to fly-tipping at the site in question
on a grand scale?

Councillor T J Jermy, who had initiated the discussion at the last meeting, expressed
his thanks to the Town Manager for her report. He was more certain than ever that



an event was needed this year and, whilst he accepted that the Town Council had no
duty to fund it, it should, in his view, be the lead organisation.

Councillor R F W Brame then brought up the matter of cancellation fees, which any
professional event organiser would make provision for in a contract. Given that there
was at present no guarantee of an event on the scale envisaged proving viable, he
proposed limiting the Town Council’s financial support to underwriting any applicable
cancellation fee, up to an amount of £1k. The onus would then clearly be on other
bodies to secure other funding.

Whilst there was significant support expressed for Councillor Brame’s proposal, no
binding decision was arrived at regarding the degree to which the Town Council was
prepared to support an event, either in 2009 or 2010. Members were, to a degree,
influenced by the fact that the next meeting of the Fireworks Project Group would be
taking place in just over two weeks time (notwithstanding the fact that those
attending the January meeting as councillors were not being asked to attend this
follow-up meeting). By the time of that February meeting, more background
information would have been obtained by the Town Manager and others.

RESOLVED that the Town Council defer any final decision regarding its level
of support for any bonfire and/or fireworks event until after the next meeting
of the Thetford Fireworks Project, a meeting which some town councillors
would be attending together with the Town Manager and reporting back on.

323/08 SEAL REGISTER ENTRY 04/08

RESOLVED that the signing and sealing by the Mayor and Town Clerk of an
Assignment of Lease, relating to 1 Well Street and involving Rudlings Wakelam as
the other party, as executed on 28™ November 2008, be ratified.

324/08 FINANCIAL INCLUSION

RESOLVED that the document received from Breckland Council under cover of a
letter from the Housing Strategy & Development Officer, dated 25" November 2008,
be noted.

325/08 THETFORD FORUM

It was noted that a response was awaited still to questions posed.

326/08 USE OF LOWER GROUND FLOOR OFFICES AT GUILDHALL

RESOLVED that this matter be moved below the line.

327/08 FINANCIAL MATTERS

(a) King’s House Rent Increase

RESOLVED that the rent increase, recommended by the Valuation Office, be
ratified (to take effect as of 1% April 2009 and already provided for in the
Council’s 2009/10 operating budget).



(b) Monthly Report

RESOLVED that the Monthly Financial Report for the Nine Months Ending 31°
December 2008, as annexed hereto, be received.

(c) Food Hygiene Course for Councillors

RESOLVED that expenditure of up to £135 be authorised to enable three
Councillors to receive appropriate training.

328/08 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960,
the press and public be excluded for the remaining items of business on the grounds
that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential
nature of the business to be discussed.

329/08 MINUTES

(a) Finance & General Purposes Committee: 26" November 2008

Proposed by Committee Chairman Councillor R G Kybird and seconded by
Councillor R F W Brame, it was:

RESOLVED that the report of the meeting of the Finance & General
Purposes Committee, held on 26" November 2008, including the
recommendations at minutes 254/08 and 255/08, be received and adopted.

(b) Council Meeting: 26™ November 2008

Proposed by Councillor D G Mortimer and seconded by Councillor Mrs P A Spencer,
it was:

RESOLVED that the minutes of those items dealt with following the exclusion
of press and public at the Council Meeting held on 26™ November 2008 be
approved and signed/initialled by the Deputy-Mayor (as Chairman of the
Meeting) as a true record.

330/08 TENANCY MATTERS

British Legion Tenancy

Units 1 and 3 The Shambles

331/08 STAFF ASSISTANCE AT EVENTS

332/08 ST PETER’S CHURCH




ltem Moved Below the Line

326/08 USE OF LOWER GROUND FLOOR OFFICES AT GUILDHALL




