
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE,
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KING’S HOUSE, THETFORD, 

ON WEDNESDAY, 21ST JANUARY 2009, 
STARTING AT 7 P.M.

Present:

Councillor R G Kybird, Chairman
The Mayor, Councillor J A Harding

Councillors:

G P Balaam Mrs T I Paines
R F Brame P J Pearson
T J Jermy Mrs P P Quadling
T J Lamb M G Spencer
D G Mortimer Mrs P A Spencer
A Paines S N H Wright

297/08 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor G P Balaam declared a prejudicial interest in item 299/08(a) 
in light of his place of residence being close to the application site.  
Before leaving the Chamber, he reported the police view on the 
application.  He was not present for the discussion that then 
developed or the vote.

Committee Chairman, Councillor R G Kybird, declared a personal 
interest in item 301/08 in light of his property interests.

Councillor P J Pearson declared a prejudicial interest in item 303/08 in 
light of his business interests.  He was not present for the discussion 
or vote.

Councillor D G Mortimer declared a personal interest in item 303/08 
owing to a family member’s connections with Fibrophos Ltd.

298/08 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs M P Chapman-
Allen and S H Chapman-Allen.

299/08 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED that the following observations be reported to Breckland 
Council (being the planning authority):

a) Plan No. 1628 Change of Use

Description Application by Mrs S Forte Vaz for change of 
use of factory canteen to snack bar & private 



club on 1st floor, & change showroom to cash & 
carry at Ashley House, Stephenson Way

Observation The Committee referred to the comments it had 
passed on application 3PL/2008/1393/CU back 
in October 2008 and saw no reason to modify 
its views in respect of this fresh application from 
a different applicant.  These comments were as 
follows:

The Committee deemed a retail venture of the 
type proposed to be entirely unsuited to the site.  
The proposed 7-day-week operating hours were 
unacceptable and insurmountable vehicle 
movement issues would, in the Committee’s 
view, be bound to arise.

The Committee went on to ask the planning 
authority to note that councillors had received a 
significant number of representations from local 
industrialists, all objecting to the proposals.  It 
was also known that the local police were 
strongly opposed to such a venture in this 
location.  

The Committee wanted to stress that the above 
were the unanimous views of its members.

b) Plan No. 1681 Change of Use

Description Application by Merrifields Surveyors for change 
of use of hairdressing salon (A1) to employment 
agency (A2) at Pal House, Market Place

Observation No objection

c) Plan No. 1682 Full Application

Description Application by Mr & Mrs Byford for single storey 
side extension at 29 Thyme Close

Observation No objection

Note:   Prefix ‘3PL/2009’ applies to next Application

d)  Plan No. 0013 Full Application

Description Application by Mr S Miah for variation of 
condition on 3PL/2005/1890 re-opening hours 
at 33 Admirals Way

Observation No objection, apart from requesting that Sunday 
closing time be 10 p.m. rather than 11 p.m.



300/08 WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION
Retrospective Application 3PL/2008/1523: Proposed change of use of 
tea rooms (A3) to hot food takeaway (A5) at 21 Guildhall Street

RESOLVED that withdrawal of the above application be noted.  
Breckland Council’s letter of 29th December 2008 referred.

301/08 BRECKLAND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: CORE 
STRATEGY AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL POLICIES 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT INCORPORATING 
PROPOSALS MAP
Publication of Proposed Submission Document

RESOLVED that Committee members come to the next 
meeting, scheduled for 4th February 2009, with any comments 
they might wish to pass. In particular, the Committee 
Chairman, Councillor R G Kybird, would be presenting a 
position paper on the stone curlew / buffer zone issue and 
seeking the Committee’s endorsement of the views set out 
therein.

302/08 REVIEW OF THE EAST OF ENGLAND PLAN TO 2031

RESOLVED that any comments be agreed at the next meeting 
of the Committee, scheduled for 4th February 2009.

303/08 NORFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL: LAND AT TWO MILE BOTTOM –
REMOVAL OR VARIATION OF CONDITIONS 3 & 7 OF PLANNING 
PERMISSION C/3/08/3014: FIBROPHOS LTD

RESOLVED that no objection be expressed to the proposals received 
under cover of Norfolk County Council’s letter of 13th January 2009.

304/08 TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS

(a) TPO 2009 No. 01: Sultans, Burrell Way

(b) TPO 2009 No. 02: Thomas Paine Avenue

RESOLVED that the information received under cover of 
Breckland Council letters, dated 6th January and 14th January 
2009 respectively, be noted.

305/08 PLANNING OBLIGATIONS NEWSLETTER

RESOLVED that the contents of the publication received under 
cover of Breckland Council’s letter of 13th January 2009, be 
noted, with the Town Clerk asked to restate the Committee’s 
disappointment that the contribution resulting from the 
Macarthy and Stone development in Thetford would be used 



towards the provision of Affordable Housing “within the District” 
and not necessarily in Thetford.  The Committee noted that all 
the Recreation Contributions referred to in the publication were 
town/parish-specific.

306/08 (A) THETFORD TOWN COUNCIL’S PLANNING POLICY 
GUIDANCE DOCUMENT

The Town Clerk pointed to one or two outstanding queries he 
had relating to the version of this document approved in June 
2008 under item 46/08.

RESOLVED that agreement on any outstanding points 
of detail be attempted at the Committee’s next meeting, 
scheduled for 4th February 2009. 

Additional Agenda Item

306/08(B) PROPOSALS RECEIVED FROM NORFOLK COUNTY 
COUNCIL IN RESPECT OF SCHOOL TRAVEL PLANS

(i) Bury Road Footway Link
(ii) Queensway Infant and Junior School Shared Use Facility

RESOLVED that the Committee express no objection 
to the proposals, received under cover of letters dated 
14th January and 16th January 2009 respectively.

Chairman


